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OOECA board meeting agenda – June 11, 2024 

Hybrid meeting in-person and online via Zoom. Details at OttawaEast.ca  
1. Welcome and land acknowledgement 

2. Approval of agenda 

3. Approval of minutes  

4. Chair’s Report – Bob Gordon 

5. Treasurer’s Report – Don Fugler 

• Current OOECA balance is $20,412.18 ($75 decrease from May - CAFES cheque cashed) 

6. Councillor’s Report – Councillor Shawn Menard, Capital Ward 

7. CAG Report (Community Activities Group) – Lee Jacobs 

8. Committee Reports (submitted reports begin on page 2) 

1. Transportation and Infrastructure – Tom Scott (report with link to Stantec letter) 

2. Planning – Vacant (report with link to minor variances resident guide) 

3. Lansdowne – Alexandra Gruca-Macaulay (report)  

4. The Corners on Main and Greystone Village – Peter Tobin (report) 

5. Health and Safety – Georgia Blondon (report) 

6. SLOE (Sustainable Living Ottawa East) – Vacant 

7. Parks and Greenspace – Vacant 

8. FCA (Federation of Citizens’ Associations) – Ron Rose  

9. Membership – Jayson MacLean 

10. Communications/Website – Kristine Houde, Bob Gordon 

9. New Business 

10. Adjournment 

https://ottawaeast.ca/
https://ottawaeast.ca/minor-variances-resident-guide/
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Committee reports 

Health and Safety – Georgia Blondon 

I have received several answers to emails from OOE, (police Cst. James Kennedy).  Please review two 
email exchanges below which address health & safety concerns raised at our May community assoc. 
board meeting.  

I particularly found Cst. Kennedy’s May 29th response to my question regarding charges for 
shoplifting informative:   

 “Repeat offenders of low-level crimes such as shoplifting thefts are charged and released 
quite often. More serious crimes take over a year or two to reach trial and the capacity for 
the crown regarding shoplifting remains low. The individual generally needs to be a chronic 
repeat offender in order for it get to the level of jail time for example.” 

From: Georgia Blondon <georgiablondon@rogers.com> 
Sent: Friday, May 24, 2024 10:15 AM 
To: Kennedy, James J <KennedyJ@ottawapolice.ca> 
Subject: [EXTERNAL] Re: [EXTERNAL] Fwd: OOE crime concerns  

Thank you very much Constable Kennedy, I will pass this info to the community association at 
our next meeting.  Regarding the theft at Pharmasave do you mean that the police would 
give a warning only to someone committing a theft or that the current strain on the 
criminal justice system does not have the resources to pursue every minor theft? Thank 
you for clarification.  Georgia 

On May 24, 2024, at 9:17 AM, Kennedy, James J <KennedyJ@ottawapolice.ca> wrote: 

Good morning Georgia, 

Hope all is well. Hopefully I can answer some of these questions for you. 

1.       For drug paraphernalia complaints the best course of action is to report it through 311 if 
there is  a need for the items to be picked up. There are many services in place for that. For 
drug use, we ask residents to report the events online so they are properly documented 
and tracked. Sometimes even when drug use is seen by complainants, by the time police 
arrive the individuals are generally gone. See link below for reporting purposes: 

File a Report - Ottawa Police Service 

2.       For the assault from Immaculata, if Bob did not feel the response was sufficient from the 
school, the next course of action would be to report it to police and follow-up with possible 
charges. 

mailto:georgiablondon@rogers.com
mailto:KennedyJ@ottawapolice.ca
mailto:KennedyJ@ottawapolice.ca
https://www.ottawapolice.ca/en/reports-and-requests/file-a-report.aspx
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3.    The Pharmasave did exactly what they’re supposed to do in instances of theft and 
unfortunately, it is an ongoing issue we have throughout the City. Due to the current strain 
on the criminal justice system, I hope this trend will not continue. 

Hope this helps. Let me know if you have any questions, 

James  

Cst. James Kennedy #2454 | Community Police Officer 
Ottawa Police Service | 474 Elgin Street | PO Box 9634, Station T, Ottawa, ON K1G 6H5 
613.236.1222 ext. 8928  
kennedyj@ottawapolice.ca 

-----Original Message----- 
From: Georgia Blondon <georgiablondon@rogers.com> 
Sent: Thursday, May 23, 2024 1:29 PM 
To: Kennedy, James J <KennedyJ@ottawapolice.ca> 
Subject: [EXTERNAL] Fwd: OOE crime concerns 

Good afternoon Constable James, 

I sent the email below to Stephanie, & rec’d her automatic reply.   Certainly the drug usage on 
properties off of Main St., is likely an ongoing concern for our community.   The other 
issues have been addressed already by the police or residents themselves.   Any input you 
might have would be helpful. Thank you, Georgia Blondon, OOECA Health & Safety 

>> Hi Stephanie, 

We had our monthly OOE CA board meeting last week. Several safety issues were raised, as 
follows: 

> 1. Various drug paraphernalia seen off of Main St., at the old gas station property on the 
corner of Hawthorne & Main.  Also, it was reported to one of our board members that a 
man was seen walking down Main street using drugs and yelling at people. 

> 2. Our CA president, Bob Gordon was recently kicked in the leg by an Immaculata male 
student on Evelyn Ave. near his home. This was reported to Immaculata High School  staff, 
but Bob did not believe their response was sufficient. 

> 3. The Pharmasave drug store at 141 Main St., had a theft incident within the past several 
weeks. The staff member I spoke with said it was reported to the police so you will likely 
have access to this info. 

> Thank you Stephanie for any input you might have. Sincerely, Georgia Blondon, Health & 
Safety OOECA 

mailto:stamp@ottawapolice.ca
mailto:georgiablondon@rogers.com
mailto:KennedyJ@ottawapolice.ca
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OOE Neighbourhood Watch reported a new model truck stolen from a driveway on 
Springhurst Ave. on June 7th at 3:30 a.m. Chantal Backman wrote ‘police suggest to park in 
your garage or block your car with a second vehicle or install a tracking device’. 

I spoke with the security guard at the convent at 15 Oblats Ave.,  they have had 3 break- ins in 
the past two months. 

The Corners on Main and Greystone Village - Peter Tobin 

Meeting with River Terraces boards 

On March 5, Bob Gordon and Kristine Houde met with Board members of River Terraces 1 and 2 and 
the RT community engagement members. Rebecca Grace of RT2 had proposed the meet and greet. 

Bob provided the attendees with a summary of key developments, touching issues such as the 
Springhurst dock, community centre, forecourt park and traffic. Representatives from RT 1 and 2 
Boards attend the monthly CA meetings and report back to their colleagues. The CA was encouraged 
to reach out to these Boards for support and input from condo residents especially when the City is 
seeking feedback on plans or to have the two Boards co-sign letters from the CA to the Province. 

A proposal to have quarterly meetings such as this one was met with approval. 

Ballantyne 

I received a fuller explanation of the rent increases from another Ballantyne resident. He said that last 
year there was a 7% across the board increase on the unit, parking, and storage costs. This year the 
unit increases varied from about 5 to about 9% depending on the assumed value or market suitability 
of the unit. A report from Urbanation and Rentals.ca noted large percentage increases in Canada last 
May. 

Planning – Vacant (report provided by John Dance) 

1. Greystone Village – Phase 4 – Forecourt Townhomes 

• Taylor Maquis presented the revised plan for The Regional Group’s final phase of Greystone 
Village – the development of the semi-circle property between the planned Forecourt Park 
immediately to the west of the Deschâtelets Building and the Grande Allée Park. 

• Regional is proposing eight groupings of a total of 30 dwelling units, some semi-detached, others 
row houses. In the original concept plan, Regional had proposed continuous row housing on each 
side of the Grande Allée but this would have required underground parking which, Regional says, 
is not economically viable. 

• Instead, surface parking will be created, with single car garages in 22 of the units and double-car 
garages with the other eight.  

• Key concerns raised by the planning committee at the initial consultation in November were 
protection of the two heritage trees and setback of the new buildings along the Grande Allée so 
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that the viewscape established by the Milieu and Ballantyne apartment buildings would not be 
reduced by the new Forecourt units.  

• In terms of the trees, Regional has modified its plans to provide additional unbuilt space for the 
“critical root zone” of the two heritage trees and the City forester is involved in the protection of 
the trees. 

• As for the planning committee’s desired setback of the Grande Allée-bordering units, it remains 
unclear exactly how the current revised proposal affects the viewscape, however, Regional will 
provide architectural drawing showing impacts and Regional is fully aware of the planning 
committee’s concerns and possible options to ensure the full viewscape. 

• Other questions include whether there will be a fence between the Forecourt Park and the 
eastern side of the new development. 

• Some minor rezoning will be sought by the Regional Group, however, the height limitations will 
be respected and the proposed number of units is less than what was originally proposed.  

• Images of rendering from Forecourt Park and plan for the 30 units are below. 
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2. Zoning By-Law 

• The complete draft zoning by-law was provided by the City May 27. It will have profound impacts 
on the built fabric of the City and all of OOE’s neighbourhoods.  

o See: https://engage.ottawa.ca/zoning (Be persistent in pursuing the links – it can be difficult 
to make them work and the detail is a little overwhelming.) 

• OOE Planning Committee will be making recommendations in an attempt to ensure that the 
approved Old Ottawa East Secondary Plan is respected. 

• Preliminary analysis shows that a number of provisions of OOESP are respected (e.g., max of four 
storeys on Main south of Clegg and a max of six on Main north of Clegg, and Hawthorne between 
Echo and Main). 

• However, the overall maximum dwelling unit densities in most of the established OOE 
neighbourhoods become far greater than what they are at present. 

• Also, many proposed details like front and rear yard setbacks and adequate space provisions for 
tree canopy require scrutiny. 

• See June Mainstreeter article (pages 4-5). 

3. Location of Madonna Statue of 15 des Oblats 

• The developer of the 15 des Oblats (Sisters) has not re-submitted their site plan. Apparently, the 
City parks department has voiced concern over the placement of a religious monument (i.e., the 
Madonna statue) inside the new City parkette that is approved at the northwest corner of the site 
because of the City policy of no religious monuments in City parks.  

• So, the question is where then might it be placed, given its important to OOE heritage and its 
importance to the Sisters who lived on the site for many years. 

• The statue was already moved to make way for the Corners on Main development. One possibility 
is that it be on the southern side (des Oblats) of the building that is to be renovated. A number of 
residents have long argued that the statue should remain where it is – just to the east of The 

https://engage.ottawa.ca/zoningB
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Corners on Main condominium - but the developer wants to build a new structure on this site and 
has already received City approval for this. 

 

  
 
Present at June 4 planning committee meeting: Ron Rose, Dianne Caldbick, Ian Christie, Paul 
Goodkey, John Dance 

Transportation and Infrastructure – Tom Scott 

1. MTO Downtown Bridges Environmental Assessment and Transportation Environmental 
Study Report (TESR)  

We have yet to hear anything about the now much-delayed TESR publication. There will be a very 
limited window of opportunity to provide comments and expressions of concern.  Past history 
indicates that these comments and concerns coming from community associations have little to no 
impact on MTO decision making.  We asked for, but have not yet received, a rationale as to why a 
Cultural Heritage Assessment Report was to be added to the TESR, with no additional community 
engagement. 
MTO also notified the President of upcoming repair work to the 417 Rideau Canal Bridge eastern piers 
for its westbound lanes. We wrote the following to the MTO engineering team for clarification: 
Perhaps you could clarify some of the statements in the notice we just received from Stantec: 

The objective of the project is to install temporary supports on the east pier of the westbound 
Highway 417 structure over the Rideau Canal. The temporary supports will remain in place until 
the bridge is replaced in the future. 

The preliminary plan that we saw in November 2023 would have had Colonel By Drive and the two 
adjacent pathways closed for up to 90 weeks because of the placement of supporting structures, 
and potentially dangerous work overhead. Are these 'temporary supports' the same and to be left 
in place or different in location and size? It seems not to us since the existing east piers are in the 
bed of the canal itself and shouldn't then block the pathways of the roadbed, but that needs some 
clarity. 
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On Colonel By Drive, short duration lane closures are anticipated. There are two National Capital 
Commission (NCC) multi-use pathways at this location (a lower path and an upper path); detours 
will be implemented for any closed pathway segments. 

Are you able to share any of the detour plans and the duration for which detours would have to 
be put in place?  

As you may know, the City-of-Ottawa's Greenfield/Main/Hawthorne (GMH) reconstruction project 
is in full swing with very substantial detours and one-way-only directives already in place and are 
planned to last into 2025.  This project also includes work arounds for a large-bore, high pressure 
water supply line along Hawthorne and a high-voltage power line between Pretoria Bridge and the 
Queensway bridge, as well as including the burial of existing Hydro Ottawa lines. All these impact 
on detours from existing routes in just about the same area as this MTO project.  

Given the nature of the GMH project, routing for active transportation and especially for mobility 
challenged individuals has been, well to use the same word, challenging. The use of the NCC 
pathways has been a positive alternative so seeing those blocked would be hard for the 
surrounding neighbourhoods to accept. 

2. Greenfield-Main-Hawthorne (GMH) Reconstruction Project  

Project continues into the summer for Phase Three (2024) of construction.  Ongoing updates and 
schedule adjustments (with a map) for the various phases of the project over the next two years can 
be found at the City’s GMH project web pages: 
 
https://ottawa.ca/en/city-hall/public-engagement/projects/greenfield-avenue-main-street-
hawthorne-avenue-et-al-reconstruction-project 

The GMH project team has been asked for an update on the 2024 schedule, and any impacts of the 
proposed MTO repair work this fall. As well, we followed up for a process for identifying locations for 
trees on private property within the GMH boundaries. 

3. Files for continuing work this coming season 

- As reported last month, after MTO-supervisor visits and OPP reviews, the areas along the Nicholas 
onramp and the Greenfield westbound access have been cleaned up by MTO contractors in the 
first week of May. 

- A team from the Salvation Army’s Booth Centre Outreach Program visited the area but there was 
no evidence of any further activity and certainly none of any homeless encampments. 

- King’s Landing residents reported increasing incursions onto private property by individuals 
suspected of theft, including items from the City’s construction project, and this was shared with 
the chair of the safety committee. 

- Pedestrian crossings along Lees Avenue, and notably not at controlled crossings, continues to be 
problematic with the increased volume on Lees due to the Main/Greenfield direction restrictions.  

https://ottawa.ca/en/city-hall/public-engagement/projects/greenfield-avenue-main-street-hawthorne-avenue-et-al-reconstruction-project
https://ottawa.ca/en/city-hall/public-engagement/projects/greenfield-avenue-main-street-hawthorne-avenue-et-al-reconstruction-project


 

OOECA agenda and reports – June 11, 2024  Page 9 of 11 

4. Stantec letter of commencement – 417 Canal bridge replacement  

Stantec letter of commencement (PDF) uploaded to OOECA website.  

Proposed draft reply to Stantec: 

Attn. Meghan MacMillan, Stantec, MMacMillan@morrisonhershfield.com 
 

1. The Old Ottawa East Community Association has a keen interest in this project and would like to 
provide input.  OOECA would also want to be engaged in any public consultation process. 

2. Tom Scott 
Chair of the Transportation and Infrastructure Committee 
Old Ottawa East Community Association 
2-60 Greenfield Avenue 
Ottawa, Ontario K1S 0X7 
613-233-9401 
tscot9401@rogers.com 
 
3. We have already posed questions to MTO staff as noted below: 

Perhaps you [Frank Vanderlaan] and Obinna [Obiefule] could clarify some of the statements in the 
notice we just received from Stantec, as I try and cool things down a bit here: 
 
- The objective of the project is to install temporary supports on the east pier of the westbound 
Highway 417 structure over the Rideau Canal. The temporary supports will remain in place until 
the bridge is replaced in the future. 
The preliminary plan that we saw in November 2023 would have had Colonel By Drive and the two 
adjacent pathways closed for up to 90 weeks because of the placement of supporting structures, 
and potentially dangerous work overhead. Are these 'temporary supports' the same and to be left 
in place or different in location and size? It seems not to us since the existing east piers are in the 
bed of the canal itself and shouldn't then block the pathways of the roadbed, but that needs some 
clarity. 
  
- On Colonel By Drive, short duration lane closures are anticipated. There are two National Capital 
Commission (NCC) multi-use pathways at this location (a lower path and an upper path); detours 
will be implemented for any closed pathway segments. 
Are you able to share any of the detour plans and the duration for which detours would have to 
be put in place?  
  
As you may know, the City-of-Ottawa's Greenfield/Main/Hawthorne (GMH) reconstruction project 
is in full swing with very substantial detours and one-way-only directives already in place and are 
planned to last into 2025.  This project also includes work arounds for a large-bore, high pressure 
water supply line along Hawthorne and a high-voltage power line between Pretoria Bridge and the 

https://ottawaeast.ca/wp-content/uploads/2024/06/Stantec_Letter-of-commencement_417-canal-bridge_2024-06-05.pdf
mailto:MMacMillan@morrisonhershfield.com
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Queensway bridge, as well as including the burial of existing Hydro Ottawa lines. All these impact 
on detours from existing routes in just about the same area as this MTO project. 
  
Given the nature of the GMH project, routing for active transportation and especially for mobility 
challenged individuals has been, well to use the same word, challenging. The use of the NCC 
pathways has been a positive alternative so seeing those blocked would be hard for the 
surrounding neighbourhoods to accept. 

In addition, a roadway safety audit that was conducted by the City of Ottawa just prior to the 
completion of the Main Complete Street Project identified six safety concerns within the area of 
Main and Graham northward to Main and Echo, none of which are able to be resolved during the 
GMH project.  These audit findings are also paralleled in the TMP Master Plan Update process, 
among several others, identified as ‘conflict zones’ for active transportation.   We would expect 
that any proposed detour routing into these areas would be considered based on existing safety 
issues, equity of accessibility and efficiency of active transportation and not just on vehicular 
flows. 

Lansdowne – Alexandra Gruca-Macaulay 

Ontario Government’s Bill 185 Extinguishes Glebe Community Association’s Appeal of 
Lansdowne 2.0 rezoning 

• As reported in the May OOECA meeting the Ontario Land Tribunal conducted a case 
review of the Glebe Community Association’s appeal over the loss of public greenspace 
that will result from moving the Civic Centre from its current site to under the existing 
grass hill at the east end of the field. 

• OSEG has asked the City to move the facility to make way for two 40-storey towers that 
will be built by private developers (towers are not part of the City/OSEG partnership). 

• The City will pay for the move and the construction of the new facility (not OSEG). 
• CGA appealed the loss of public greenspace that such a move would cause, the merit of 

its appeal was reviewed on April 24, 2024, and a case hearing date was set for October 
2024. 

• The Ontario Government introduced legislation that would result in the dismissal of any 
third-party appeals that had not been granted a hearing date by April 10, 2024. 

• Since the GCA’s appeal received a hearing date after April 10th, its appeal was dismissed 
once Bill 185 received royal assent. 
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Lansdowne 2.0 Site Plan Open House 

• Now that the GCA’s land tribunal appeal of the loss of public greenspace at Lansdowne 
has been extinguished by the Ontario’s government’s passing of Bill 185, City staff are 
moving ahead with rezoning, and amending the official plan. 

• City staff are hosting an open house at the Civic Centre to display the Lansdowne 
construction project known as 2.0. From City notice: 

- Tuesday, June 18, from 6 to 9 pm , Inside Gate 2 at TD Arena 
- Sunday, August 11, from 9 am to 3 pm, Lansdowne Farmers Market booth 

Auditor General Audit of select Lansdowne 2.0 assumptions 

• The City’s office of the Auditor General has not yet released the results of an audit of 
certain Lansdowne 2.0 financial projections and assumptions. 

• It is anticipated that the audit may be presented to the Audit Committee at its June 24, 
2024 meeting. 
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